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WASHINGTON CHAPTER
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS

Incorporated in Washington

Advocating for children, adolescents,
families, and all who care for kids
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2026 ADVOCACY REPORT

During the 2026 Washington legislative session, the Washington Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics (WCAAP) successfully advanced child health priorities through strong advocacy. With an
engaged Legislative Committee and year-round member involvement, WCAAP continues to build lasting
relationships with lawmakers, reinforcing its reputation as a trusted voice for children and families.

Maintain Access to Childhood Vaccines:
Washington’s universal vaccine purchasing
program uses recommendations from the
Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) to determine which
vaccines to purchase. Changes to guidance
could force reduced purchases and limit
access to affordable vaccines
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Decouple state vaccine
purchasing decisions from
reliance on ACIP
recommendations alone
by allowing the
Washington State
Department of Health
(DOH) to consult other
credible, science-based
authorities.

HB 2242 was signed into law on March 9,
2026. This will:

« Authorize the DOH to issue
immunization recommendations &
guidance

« Require health plans to cover DOH-
recommended immunizations

« Change the recommending entity for
determining vaccines covered by the
universal vaccine purchasing program
from ACIP to DOH

Medicaid:
The federal Budget Reconciliation Act will
cut $900B from Medicaid nationally over
the next decade. WA faces an estimated
$28B-546B loss in funding.

Advocate for state policies
that protect child and
family access to health
care and nutrition as
federal funding declines.

Governor Ferguson and the WA legislature
have preserved Medicaid funding for
children in the 2026 state supplemental
budget

Behavioral & Mental Health:
Working towards a comprehensive,
coordinated behavioral health system for
children, youth, and young adults.

Advocate for policies that
expand access to
behavioral healthcare,
improve care
coordination, and increase
workforce capacity.

HB 2429 was signed into law on March 18,
2026. This will:

« Establish a leadership council to help
guide the implementation of the
Washington Thriving Strategic Plan
(WTSP)

« Require the Office of the Governor to
ensure the implementation of the WTSP

Pediatric Access Line funding restored in the
budget.



https://wcaap.org/advocacy/
mailto:ejackson@wcaap.org

2026 Support Item Bills

WCAAP members advocated for several support items, in addition to our top
priorities, helping partners and legislators pass five of these bills:

o HB 1634: Providing o HB 2225: Regulating
school districts and artificial intelligence
public schools with companion chatbots.

o HB 2320: Concerning
the regulation of

assistance to coordinate

comprehensive '
behavioral health firearm
manufacturing.
o HB 2360: Expanding

access to albuterol in

supports for students.
o HB 2254: Providing

flexibility in the public and private
partnership access line schools.

assessment to cover

administrative costs.

Our Impact by the Numbers

WCAAP Advocacy Day 2026

« 134 members, staff, and partners attended Advocacy Day, representing 35 state

legislative districts.
« WCAAP members met with 96 WA legislators or legislative staff.

2026 Legislative Testimonies
« WCAAP members signed in for 12 bill hearings.

« An average of 52 WCAAP members and staff signed in pro for each bill hearing.
« 11 WCAAP members verbally testified for WCAAP priority and support bills.
« 15 verbal testimonies were given on 5 WCAAP priority and support bills.

Honoring Senator Marcus Riccelli

WCAAP presented our 5™ Annual David Frockt Child Advocate Award to Senator
Marcus Riccelli for his unwavering support of children, adolescents, and
families. As a legislator, Senator Riccelli has championed free school meals, oral
health access, and student mental health. His dedication to youth health both
as a legislator and active community member, has greatly improved the health
and well-being of children and adolescents in WA.




Looking Ahead: Get Involved!

WCAAP member participation and action is crucial to our success. Our members have
the credibility, stories, and voice that can make meaningful change for the children
and families we serve. By getting involved in WCAAP’s legislative work you can
improve the health and well-being of all children across our state.
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J oin Become a member (if you aren’t already):
wcaap.org/membership/

WCAAP! e Make a donation to support our advocacy efforts:

wcaap.org/donate/

e Sign up to get Action Alerts right to your phone!
o Learn more at wcaap.org/advocacy/contact-your-legislators/

e Attend a Legislative Committee Meeting, held on the first
Tuesday of every month
o Email ejackson@wcaap.org for details
e Join us in Olympia for Advocacy Day 2027: Monday, February 1**

o Register now: wcaap.org/event/advocacy-day-2027/

The Washington Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics is a 501(c)3 nonprofit -
organization. Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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